C. Simplified-Traditional Character
Conversion Table

Of the 288 characters introduced in Basic Mandarin Chinese Reading & Writing, a total of 197 are the
same in their simplified and traditional forms, with only 91 being different. The main purpose of this con-
version table is to help learners who have so far learned only one type of character but who now wish to
learn the other type focus their energies in the most efficient manner. Notice that this table can be used
in either direction—from simplified to traditional, or from traditional to simplified. After learners have
studied the correspondences below, they should be sure to spend sufficient time and effort practicing the
reading exercises for the lessons and type of characters concerned.

No. Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
27 I 3 guang be broad [sv]

29 iy H dong east [L]

45 = &= wan bay [BF]

57 17 ial men (plural marker for pronouns) [BF]
60 12 EE ma (indicates questions) [P]
65 h{i8 i nan be difficult, hard [sv]

66 15t 5t xié thank [v]; Xie, Hsieh [sN]
67 15 =5 qing invite [v]; “please” [IE]
74 ER gué country [N]

75 [A] Eil wen ask [v]

82 = =1 bié don’t [AV]

85 T1 =1 gui be expensive [sv]

87 A~ 1 ge (general measure) [m]
90 A xing/xing interest, excitement [BF]
92 i s méi (past negative of action verbs) [Av]
93 H Ay dai take along, bring [v]

96 154 = zhé/zhei- | this [PR/SP]

97 JL e ji- how many [aw]

99 M Ak liang- two [NU]

102 Vil Bifi shi teacher [BF]

105 7@ at ji record [BF]

107 % % sui year of age [M]
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Simplified-Traditional Character Conversion Table

No. Simplified Traditional Pinyin English

108 Nf ED) dui be correct [sv]

111 =3 e gian money [N]; Qian [sN]

112 Hh IR kuai dollar; piece [M]

115 = L dian o’clock, hour; point [m]

118 * 2= cha lack [v]

119 il B zhong bell; clock [N]

120 Sk 5] téu head [N]; (common noun suffix)
121 1 S shéi who, whom [aw]

122 AR 5 kai open; depart (train, bus, ship) [v]
123 [] | mén door, gate [N]

124 S B guan close (not open) [v]; Guan [sN]
128 Z i3 me (second part of shénme “what”) [BF]
131 = e hao number; day of the month [Mm]
135 3k K lai come [v]

136 n i -guo (indicates experience) [P]

142 Val B -wan ten thousand [Nu]; Wan [sN]
144 2 ) jiao compare [BF]

152 R 8 fan cooked rice, food [N]

153 = E Xué study, learn [v]

156 JL = ér (common suffix) [BF]

159 ] = bian side [BF]; Bian [sN]

163 H = IV in, inside [L]

170 i = huan happy [BF]

174 2k 4 ji rank, grade [BF]

175 £ & chang/zhang | be long [sv]; grow [v]

178 2 G qing be light (not heavy) [sv]

180 W = hai yet, still

182 b =3 wei for, because [cV]

192 25 %5 géi give [v/pv]; for [cv]

194 H Az xian county [N]
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Simplified-Traditional Character Conversion Table 3

No. Simplified Traditional Pinyin English

197 I i chiang factory [N]

198 b2/1| b27) xian current; appear [BF]

199 L o hui know how to, can [Av]; meet
200 i ) shud say, speak [v]

201 15 5 hua word, language [N]

202 = =1 xié write [v]

203 5 3 quan completely [A]

206 i) e shi time [BF]; hour, o’clock

211 M e céng from [cv]; follow

213 = 1% hou in back, back [pw]; after [Tw]
215 I [ ting listen [v]

216 ok & jué feel [BF]

219 = i li leave [BF]; from [cv]

220 It 5 yuan be far away [sv]

224 = H ché cart, vehicle [N]; Che [sN]
226 L. f% I machine [BF]

227 7 5 ching place [BF]

230 =5 = dian electricity [N]

232 [&] i jian space; between [BF]

239 Hi A huan change (to), exchange [v]
240 =S {é& tiao strips (of notes, streets) [M]
250 Zh ] dong move [V]

252 = yuan garden, park, orchard [BF]
253 7 = mai buy [v]

254 S Ei mai sell [v]

256 gk o zhang (for flat objects) [m]; Zhang [sN]
257 I il gang just [A]

260 % = -zhe/-zhdo | (continuation; realization) [P]
261 iZ = ji remember [V]

263 yia #E zhiin be accurate [sv]
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4 Simplified-Traditional Character Conversion Table

No. Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
264 & # bei prepare [BF]

271 = = qi steam, gas, air [N]

273 i £ ré be hot [sv]

275 I i gan be dry [sv]

277 7F$ 7[;% yang kind, variety [M]; way, manner [BF]
278 S van i3 jin enter, advance [v]

282 S H shi real, true, solid [BF]

284 & et cuod wrong [RE]

285 [H 5 yang sun; masculine [BF]

288 22 ACS jing pass through [BF]
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